Minutes of a a meeting of Halvergate Parish Council held at the Pavilion, Halvergate Playing, Wickhampton Road, Halvergate NR13 3BQ on Wednesday the 22nd April  at 6pm.
Present : Cllrs James (Chair), S Hannant, C Hannant, Frosdick, Collins & Reader
In Attendance: Philip Stone Parish Clerk & RFO, Cllr Nurden District Councillor
Ollie Brumstead (Representative of Safron Housing)
1. Apologies for absence and to acknowledge a Cllr's resignation
Apologies from Broadland Council Housing
All Cllrs in attendance. The Chair confirmed the resignation of Cllr More and gave thanks for his 30 years of service to the Council and the Parish and confirmed full formal acknowledgement would be given at the May meeting.
2. Declarations of Interest on matters on the agenda
Cllr Reader Agenda item 10.1 Planning, Proposal: 2025/2190 (Cllr Reader is member of the PCC (Parochial Church Council for Halvergate). The Clerk granted Cllr Reader a dispensation to remain at the meeting and the answer questions relating to the application but not to vote.
3. Public Participation (max 10 minutes, any one person 3 minutes)
4. Reports from Saffron Housing Association and Broadland Council, District, County, Parish Councillors
1. District Cllr Nurden
· Confirmed by the Secretary of State that there will be 3 Unitary Authorities for Norfolk. Norwich, East  Norfolk and West Norfolk.
· Planning application for Reedham to be discussed at the Cluster meeting on 28th April.
· Norfolk County Council report now available and will be circulated in the near future.
2. Saffron Housing, a verbal representation and supporting written statement were received from Saffron Housing, presented by their representative, Mr Ollie Brumstead, in respect of the above application.
Questions raised by the Chair to Saffron Housings Representative 
The Chairman emphasised that the proposal had been subject to detailed and rigorous scrutiny in the interests of both existing residents and future occupiers. The following key matters were raised and addressed:
Housing Needs Assessment – Scope
The Chairman queried why the Housing Needs Assessment referenced Wickhampton, which lies outside the parish boundary.
It was confirmed that this reflects the application of the rural cascade mechanism, allowing occupancy to extend to neighbouring parishes where necessary.
Housing Need and Local Priority
The Chairman challenged the apparent discrepancy between the identified need for three dwellings per annum over five years and the scale of the proposal.
It was clarified that the survey data dates from 2022 and that, by the anticipated completion of the development, a minimum of 12 dwellings would be required to meet the needs of Halvergate and Tunstall residents.
This provided reassurance that the majority of the scheme is likely to meet local need, thereby limiting reliance on cascade arrangements.
Design and Community Safety (Natural Surveillance)
Referring to the comments of the Designing Out Crime Officer and the principles of Secured by Design Residential 2025, the Chairman raised concerns regarding the adequacy of natural surveillance, particularly in relation to open space and certain aspects of the layout.
It was acknowledged that achieving optimal surveillance across the site presents design constraints; however, the applicant confirmed that further consideration will be given and that improvements will be made where practicable.
The importance of this issue in promoting a safe and cohesive community, consistent with national planning policy, was emphasised.
Anti-Social Behaviour and Tenancy Enforcement
Clarification was sought on how anti-social behaviour would be managed and whether enforcement mechanisms were sufficiently robust.
Saffron Housing confirmed that a formal anti-social behaviour policy is in place, which is actively monitored and enforced, and which can ultimately lead to termination of tenancy where necessary.
Service Charges and Long-Term Maintenance
The Chairman raised concerns regarding the long-term management and maintenance of shared infrastructure, including drainage and communal areas.
It was confirmed that Saffron Housing will administer service charges and undertake maintenance directly. It was further noted that the owner of adjoining retained land will contribute proportionately where services are shared.
Surface Water Drainage and Network Capacity
Given the Parish Council’s concerns regarding drainage and flood risk, assurances were sought that the proposed system is adequate and that there is sufficient capacity within the wider network.
It was confirmed that Anglian Water has indicated capacity to accommodate the development, and that supporting confirmation will be provided to the Parish Clerk for verification.
3. County Cllr None received.
4. Parish Councillors None received.

5. Approval of minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 06.03.2026. Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved.
6. Matters arising from the previous minutes: Clerk
1. Allotments, Cllr site inspection has taken place.
2. Cluster meeting, Clerk and Cllr Reader to attend  28th April Cantley 7pm.
3.  Asset of Community Value, Application ongoing.
4. War Memorial protection, refer to item 6.7.
5. Highways and  trees, Update noted from Highways.
6. Road Closure: The Street Saturday 2nd May 2pm to 3pm confirmed.
7. War Memorial, letter from Highways Support and specification noted.

7.To confirm any delegated decisions, none made.
8. No item 8 to the agenda
9. Items for noting, review, discussion and resolution:
1.	To note the internal Auditors' report and agree on any action required. Noted, proposed upon recommendation from the clerk to agree the AGAR Sections 1 and 2, Seconded, unanimously resolved. The Chair and Clerk signed Sect 1 and the Chair and RFO signed  sect 2. The RFO will submit AGAR documentation for consideration by the external Auditor PKF.
2.	To approve the monthly payment list. Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved.

	APRIL FINANCE REPORT 2026
On deposit with Local Authority							£60,000
Current account reconciled balance							£15,075.86
TOTAL FUNDS HELD								£75,075.86

PAYMENTS TO BE MADE
BH ACCOUNTING SERVICES
BRENDA HOSKINS				£160.00
PHILIP STONE WFH ALLOWANCE			£38.00
PHILIP STONE CLERK SALARY			£450.54
NORFOLK PENSION FUND				£166.87
HMRC						£139.44
PAPER						£9.80
MILEAGE RE AUDIT	24.2 X 2=44.4		£19.98
ROAD CLOSURE PAID BY CLERK			£47.74

TOTAL										£1,032.37

3.	To adopt the draft IT policy for website compliance. Proposed to approve, seconded, unanimously resolved
4.	To note the new clerk email clerk@halvergate-pc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk Noted.
5.	Jubilee seat roof update. (Cllr Frosdick) Materials are still being sourced. Cllr Frosdick will liaise with the clerk in respect of ordering and payment.
6.	To adopt a policy for annual parishioner recognition. (Clerk & Cllr James) proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.
7.	To consider gateways, funding and appropriate locations. General discussion concerning location and financial viability. The Chair will obtain current prices for supply and installation. Preference shown by Cllr Frosdick towards 30mph Road markings. Clerk to make enquiries of highways in respect of process and cost for installation of road markings.
8.	To confirm the date of the Annual meeting  (to be before the 1st of June 2026.) Proposed Wednesday 27th May 2026, Seconded, unanimously resolved.
9.  	Protection of War memorial and Village sign (Cllr S Hannant) work ongoing in sourcing materials and  prices for consideration. 
10.  Planning
10.1 Applicant: The Revd Martin Greenland. Proposal: 2025/2190 East and South boundary wall reduction and provision of supporting sloped Banks. Location: Church Of Saint Peter And Saint Paul The Street Halvergate Norfolk
https://info.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SZP2QDOQLQY00
Named Vote requested by Cllr S Hannant.
Following general discussion and questions being answered by Cllr Reader in respect of the design.  
Cllr James proposed  to support the application, seconded Cllr Collins, 
 Cllr Frosdick in favour, Cllr C Hannant abstained, Cllr S Hannant against. Motion carried 3 in favour one against. Cllr Reader (did not vote).
10.2 2026/0658 Applicant: Ollie Bumstead (Saffron Housing Association)
Location: Land North Of Gillett Drive Halvergate Norfolk. Proposal: Erection of 15 affordable residential dwellings and associated works. (Location outside of the Halvergate Conservation Area).
https://info.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TBQHW8OQHI200
 Proposed to support the application, seconded, unanimously resolved. 
11.) Items for consideration for future Agendas. None received.
12.) EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC To resolve, in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that the public be excluded from the meeting during the following item of business, as it is likely, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that if members of the public were present during this item there would be disclosure to them of exempt information within Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972. report. Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.

1. To discuss, consider and resolve Parishioner recognition for 2026. Proposed to recognise parishioner achievement by way of a certificate. Seconded, unanimously resolved.
2. Allotments next steps. Proposed Clerk to obtain quotes for the clearance of the site to enable an informed decision to be made in respect of the purchase of the land. Seconded, unanimously resolved.


Meeting Closed 8.05 pm
















