District Councillor Report for the Annual Parish Meeting – 2025/2026

This report provides a summary of my work as Broadland District Councillor for Marshes Ward over the past year.

I have attended all Main Council meetings at Broadland District Council, which continues to be led by a Liberal Democrat, Labour and Green administration.

I serve as Vice-Chair of the Audit Committee and have also taken part in meetings of the Environment Excellence Panel and the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

I also represent Broadland District Council on the Broads (2006) Internal Drainage Board, the Waveney, Lower Yare and Lothingland Internal Drainage Board, and the Norfolk Records Committee.

I have attended almost all main parish council meetings for Beighton with Moulton St Mary, Freethorpe with Wickhampton, Halvergate with Tunstall and Reedham. I have also attended Cluster Group meetings, where parish councils share local issues and ideas, as well as Broadland District Council’s Town and Parish Council Forum meetings. Through these meetings, I have raised local concerns and provided regular updates.

I have been in regular contact with residents about a wide range of local matters, including planning and enforcement, pollution, highways and road safety, bus services, waste collection, dog waste bins and fly-tipping.

My Ward Members Grant has helped support several community projects this year. £500 was awarded to Beighton Village Hall for repairs and improvements to the toilet facilities, and a further £500 was awarded to the Halvergate Playing Field Committee to replace doors. I also helped secure funding through the Broadland District Council Community Grant Scheme for new windows and replacement disabled access doors at Reedham Village Hall.

A major issue throughout the year has been the Government’s plans for devolution and local government re-organisation. This is likely to bring some of the biggest changes to local government in Norfolk for 50 years, including the planned closure of Broadland District Council in 2028. I have continued to engage with the consultation process and will keep working to make sure the views and interests of Broadland residents are properly represented.

