[bookmark: _Hlk209622784]Minutes of a meeting of Halvergate Parish Council held at the Pavilion, Halvergate Playing, Wickhampton Road, Halvergate NR13 3BQ on Wednesday the 12th November 2025 at 6pm.
Present: Cllrs James ( Chair) More (Vice Chair) S Hannant, C Hannant, Collins, Frosdick, Reader
In attendance: Philip Stone (Parish Clerk) District Cllr Nurden, Ollie Brumstead from Saffron Housing, one member of the public.
Minutes taken by the parish Clerk  
1. Apologies for absence: None.
2. Declarations of Interest on matters on the agenda, Agenda Item 9 D)
· Cllr More active member of church, wife member of the PCC.
· Cllr Collins active member of the church, wife member of the PCC.
· Cllr Reader active member of the church and member of the PCC.
3. Public Participation (max 10 minutes, any one person 3 minutes)
· Observations received and noted  verbally and in writing from a member of the public in respect of the effectiveness of the Sam 2 speed cameras, the website, financial information and minutes.
· Robert More spoke as a parishioner and not a Cllr and emphasised the importance of the grass cutting of the churchyard to  the well being of parishioners and the village and the danger of not supporting the cutting could result in  rewilding of the area.
4. Reports from District, County, Parish Councillors and Saffron Housing
· No County Councillor report received.
District Cllr Nurden:
· Reedham Village Hall Community Grant scheme grant given for £9,000.
· Town and Parish Council forum always worth attending, either online or in person via South Norfolk District Council.
· Broadland Future Nature Fund  now open for green space.
· Next cluster meeting  Beighton Parish Council 3rd December 7pm Beighton Village Hall.
Ollie Brumstead (Saffron Housing)
Verbal report received from Safron Housing confirming progress and that a  public consultation would take place on the 11th December at the Pavillion at the QEII Playing field from 4pm to 7pm.
· Cllr Hannant raised concern as to the  effectiveness of the proposed cascade document in providing allocation of the affordable rent  properties to local families. (Saffron will confirm in writing via South Norfolk Council the way in which the cascade will work in respect of local familes.)
· Cllr James raised concern  in respect of the current design of the bungalows being suitable for people with disabilities. (Saffron will  look to see what can be done to improve the design to make them more disability friendly.)
5. Approval of minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 1st October 2025 Proposed to approve subject to the inclusion of thanks to Tom Cox  from Highways for his assistance, seconded, unanimously resolved.
6. Matters arising from the previous minutes, Cllr Frosdick, clerk to remind Tom Cox in respect of the dips on the railway bridge requiring attention.
7. Clerk Finance report: Account balance £82,852.88.
· To note additional funding secured from Lana Hempsall towards the trod. Noted.
· Funding secured for solar retro fit if required. From Lana Hempsall. Noted.
· Funding secured towards shelter opposite war memorial from Norfolk County Council in the sum of 80% of cost noted.
8. To confirm Delegated decisions: Clerk purchase of two wreaths Royal British Legion for memorial Sunday £50. Proposed to confirm, seconded, unanimously resolved.
9. Items for discussion and resolution:
 A) Approval of monthly payments. Proposed, seconded unanimously resolved.
Monthly Payment NOV 25
1. Clerk Salary						£443.05
2. WFH & Internet allowance 				£38.00
3. Norfolk Pension Fund					£131.82
4. Income Tax						£110.60
5. Bank Service Charge					£6.25
6. Poppy Appeal						£50.00
Total							£779.72
 B) To decide to  proceed or not with retro fit of solar panels to Sam 2 Machines via Westco tec £1,200 plus vat (Funding secured from Lana Hempsall if required). Proposed to proceed with solar retro fit, seconded, unanimously resolved.
C) To consider the of restoration of shelter opposite war memorial total cost £3,050 council liability for £610. Proposed to approve subject to receipt of final design, Council confirmed shelter to be fully open to the front and not enclosed. Seconded, unanimously resolved. Clerk to confirm revised design and final price with contractor.
D) Allotments to note reply from Broadland DC and the POLICE re no anti-social behaviour. To resolve to purchase or not. Noted.
· Replies from Broadland/South Norfolk DC and the police noted confirming no anti social behaviour or issues reported. Cllr More raised concern about non reported anecdotal incidents that had occurred at the allotments.
· Council confirmed it looked favourably upon acquiring the allotments but felt unable to make a formal design until such time as the clerk is able to provide a full briefing document explaining exactly what is being acquired and what it is subject to.
· The Clerk awaits legal papers.
E) Allotments if purchase agreed to allocate an initial sum of £10,000 from general reserves to earmarked reserves for future works. No action required refer to item 9 D).
F) To consider approval of NALC for monthly pay role, considering the added requirements for payment of national insurance above £5,000, monthly cost £12.
· Proposed the clerk should not be responsible for his own pay role and NALC an independent third party should be appointed to carry out pay role at a cost of £12, seconded, unanimously resolved.
G) To review and confirm the sum of grant payable to the PCC for 2026/27 for grass cutting. Allowance of £1,800 included in the budget for 2026/27.
· Dispensations requested from the clerk by Cllrs More, Collins and Reader to speak on the matter and to vote.
· Dispensation granted to Cllrs More and Collins to remain and to vote as their declared non pecuniary interest, spouse being members of the PCC has no direct benefit to themselves, their spouse or the organisation the spouse is a member of.
· Cllr Reader dispensation to speak and remain granted, but not to vote. Reason to retain the Cllrs Integrity in accordance with the Nolan Principles, Cllr Reader being both a Parish Councillor and a member of the PCC an organisation that  would be financially affected by the proposal.
Proposal Cllr S Hannant in light of the money received by the PCC following the sale of the Village Hall to reduce  the yearly grass cutting grant by 50% from £1,800 to £900 for the financial year 2026-2027.
Recorded vote requested Cllr Hannant: Proposal seconded by Cllr Frosdick
· Votes in favour Cllrs S Hannant, C Hannant, Frosdick (3)
· Votes against Cllrs James, More and Collins (3)
· Vote tied, chair exercised  his casting vote 4 against 3 in favour, motion denied grant of £1,800 for grass cutting to PCC confirmed for 2026- 2027 cutting season.
H) ) If required to review DRAFT budget agreed at last meeting with 3.02% precept increase in light of item 9 G). No action required, budget and precept increase unaltered.
I) 1)To approve the appointment of  an employment committee consisting of three members to deal with issues relating to employment and behaviour of members. Not considered, to be considered at a future agenda.
2) To decide if a meeting in December is required. Proposed to not have a meeting but if matters of an urgent nature occur to hold an extraordinary meeting, seconded, unanimously resolved.
J) Planning
Ref 2025/2300
Proposal: Erection of a small garden building
Location: Horseshoe Barn The Street Halvergate Norfolk NR13 3AJ
Applicant: Mr Richard Moore https://info.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/onlineapplications/
applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T05FNXOQM7B00

Proposed no objection, seconded, unanimously resolved.

Ref 2025/3194
Proposal: Erection of 1no self-build two storey dwelling, cart shed/store and all associated works.
Location: Paddock At Stables Tunstall Road Halvergate Norfolk
Applicant: Mr Thomas Carter
Application Type: Full Planning Permission
https://info.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T42HAZOQIAT00
 Vote: AGAINST Cllrs S Hannant, C Hannant and Frosdick. (the development being contrary to the conservation area) (3)
In Favour, no objection, Cllrs  James, More, Collins and Reader (4)
Councils reply as consultee No objection to proposed development.
K) Items for consideration for future Agendas, none received.
The clerk left the meeting at 8.15 pm
L) EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC To resolve, in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that the public be excluded from the meeting during the following item of business, as it is likely, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that if members of the public were present during this item there would be disclosure to them of exempt information within Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972. report. REASON - Confidential Business – to consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following item on the grounds that information about an individual member of staff is confidential between the council and the staff member. Under the Data Protection Act, a council also has obligations as to how it uses such information about an individual
To formally review clerks’ performance in accordance with the job evaluation matrix and consider implementation of its minimum or above recommended rate of pay.
Proposed, seconded, unanimously resolved.
· Clerks’ performance reviewed, proposed to confirm clerks’ salary scale point as point 21 at £17.18 per hour seconded, unanimously resolved
Meeting Closed 8.30 pm
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