


HALVERGATE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting of the Halvergate Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11th December 2019, 7.00 pm at Halvergate Village Hall. 

Present:	Mr C. Reader			Chairman
		Mr R. More			Vice-Chairman			
		Mr T. Carter
		Dr C. Simpson
		Mr S. Hannant
		Mrs. C. Hannant
		Mr M. Mallett		
		Mrs. Jessica Jennings		Clerk
		Mr Brian Iles			County Councillor
		Mr Grant Nurden		District Councillor


1. To Consider Apologies for Absence:
None

2. To Receive Declarations of Interest on the Agenda:
None

3. To Adjourn the Meeting to allow Public Participation:
Mr C. Reader adjourned the meeting to allow the following Public Participation: 

3.1 Brian Iles, County Councillor

Brian emphasised once again the lack of communication within the new Cabinet system, fewer staff and consequent decrease in service standard.  County farms are in demand, with approximately 40-60 people after each farm that’s available and a high percentage of those being young people, including an 18 year old sheep farmer who is renting 50 acres.  County Farms are the County Council’s biggest asset, which must never be less than 16,000 acres.

Brian also mentioned the potential benefits of a mobile phone app called “What 3 Words”, which can tell someone where you are within a few metres and would be beneficial if you needed to call the emergency services. 

3.2 Grant Nurden, District Councillor

Grant reported that there was still no agreement on GNLP as yet but is hoping that the consultation on Preferred Sites will start by the end of March.  On the 7th November, three items were adopted:
1. Environmen Action Plan & Policy Statement, which will ensure the Council works proactively towards reducing Carbon emissions towards net zero.
2. Council Tax Good Practice Protocol – will enable a stronger working relationship with residents and outside agencies, such as Citizens Advice Bureau and debt collectors.
3. Joint Commercialisation Strategy – a joined-up approach will be taken to deliver services to residents more effectively and efficiently.  The Council wants to ensure that the community and users receive value for money. 

The annual Rough Sleeper survey was carried out, with 43 people identified within Broadland for the first time, 21 of whom have been referred to relevant services.  There is a new peripatetic service (Broadland and South Norfolk) that is available to help rough sleepers.

Broadland Youth Advisory Board is looking for new Board Members – focussing on advocacy for young people, especially teenagers.  The 3 main priorities at the moment are Bullying, Mental Health and support for Rural Activities.

4. To Approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting:
Resolved to accept the Minutes of October 30th as a true account

4.1 Matters Arising from the Minutes:
8.6 Highways Rangers Visit, November: Mr R. More requested that location of flooding be made more specific, to read that there is flooding opposite the houses on Marsh Road, Tunstall.

4.1.1 Clerk’s Report:
Clerk reported that she had contacted Broadland District Council again regarding the outbuildings at The Old Post Office to ask what is being done with the dangerous, unstable gable end as there has been no change since it was first reported in October 2018.  Clerk received reply from BDC to say that they have been assured the Gable end will be taken down but that the building is up for sale again.  There will be a change of personnel in BDC who will be dealing with this issue but the new personnel have been informed of the situation. 

The Clerk also requested an update on the situation at The Mill, as there is no sign of any change there either.  BDC replied that they had spoken to the owner who had said he would either clip or remove the scaffold boards by end of November. 

Clerk sent letter to Lloyds Bank requesting closure of the Churchyard Fund bank account. The balance of £46.04 has been transferred to the main Parish Council account.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a balance of £1,516.24 of Section 106 money being held at BDC, which is available for spend on “Recreational Open Space” projects.

Clerk confirmed that she had bought the 2 wreaths for Remembrance Sunday at the RBL pop-up shop in Yarmouth at a cost of £35.50, or £17.75 each.  One would be reimbursed by cheque as the official donation from the Parish Council, and the other would be reimbursed by Councillors own cash, to reflect their own private donation for a wreath. 

5. Correspondence of Note:

Broadland Tree Warden Network – request for donation. On Agenda
Request to support Local Electricity Bill.  On Agenda.
Local Government Boundary Commission for England questionnaire.  Circulated for individual response. 

6. Finance:

Balance as at 31.10.19						£16,316.40

Payments:
HPFA			Hire of Pavilion for Meeting		£       10.00
Mr C.Debbage		Churchyard Grass Cutting		£     250.00
Jessica Jennings		Clerk’s Fees (Oct/Nov)			£     485.68
					Total:				£     745.68

Balance as at 27.11.19						£ 15,570.72

Value of Outstanding Cheques					£     379.75

Projected Balance							£15,190.97


7. Planning Applications:  
20191807 - Demolition of Existing Cottage & Erection of Replacement Dwelling, Sunny South, The  City, Halvergate, NR13 3PX

The Parish Council has no major objection to the proposals but would like to see the ‘neighbour’ comments taken into consideration by Broadland District Council.  Clerk to respond. 

8. Items for Disucssion:

8.1 Budget 2020/21:
The budget was agreed and approved by all.

8.2 Precept 2020/21:
After some discussion it was unanimously agreed to increase the Precept by 2%, meaning an increase of £175 to £8,929.

8.3 Operation London Bridge:
Councillors agreed on the following protocol in the event of the death of a senior Royal, based on the generic protocol of Operation London Bridge that will be adopted across the country.  

Flowers – to be placed at the Village Sign.  Cellophane to be removed and flowers composted after official mourning period ended. 

Flag – to be raised / lowered as appropriate and convenient to those who have been trained to do so (currently Charles Reader, Paul Pitchers and Ryan Pitchers)

Bells – these will be rung if there is anyone who can do so available.  Protocol dictates that there should be one toll per year of life. 

Book of Condolence – loose leaves will be available in the Church for people to either take away to write their message, or to write it in the church.  A box will be made available to collect them.  R. More has offered to provide a box.  People will be able to access the Church within the usual opening times. 

Commemorative Tree – A native Beech tree will be planted in the Burial Ground, within the hedgerow. A plaque will be purchased too. 

8.4 Policies:
Councillors agreed to adopt the following updated policies:
Standing Orders / Financial Regulations / General Data Protection Regulation

8.5 Broadland Tree Warden Network:
Councillors considered the request for a donation but rejected it as Halvergate has not directly benefitted from their work so far.  

8.6 Local Electricity Bill:
Councillors considered the campaign whereby local communities and businesses could buy their electricity from a local energy company.  It was agreed not to support this at present due to lack of sources of local electricity. 

8.7 SAM2 – New Pole:
Councillors considered the purchase of a new SAM2 pole which would be placed on Mill Road, on the way up the hill towards the Mill, as cars frequently speed along that stretch of road and it was suggested that having a pole here would allow the SAM2 to alert drivers to their speed and hopefully slow them down before they get to the houses.  Clerk informed Councillors that she had contacted Highways and confirmed that it would be acceptable to buy the pole direct from Westcotec rather than going through Highways with a new application.  Clerk had contacted Westcotec and the price would be £89.00 plus VAT but would include installation.

All Councillors in favour of buying a new pole.  Clerk to contact Westcotec and arrange purchase and installation. 

8.8 Wheelie Bin Stickers:
Clerk informed Councillors that Highways no longer supply these (stickers with 30mph speed limit on them to deter speeding through village) and purchase must be made through Amazon or something similar.  A pack of 12 costs £15.99 which, if purchased 200, would cost £255.84, or £1.30 each.  Councillors considered the cost and whether or not they would be effective, given that the bins only go out once a week.  It was agreed to reject the idea.
	
9. Items for Next Agenda / Items of Interest:
9.1 The footpath from the corner of Sandhole Road along Marsh Road is very slippery due to fallen leaves.  Clerk to contact BDC.
9.2 Lay-bys on Moulton / Halvergate Road – some are getting very pot-holey again.  Clerk to contact Highways to see if they can fill them in again. 
9.3 Hedge at junction of Halvergate Road / Reedham Road is obstructing traffic from the left.  Clerk to contact Highways to request if it could be cut back. 
9.4 Flooding on Staithe Road, Tunstall and on Marsh Road, Tunstall.  Ditches are blocked.  Clearing is needed.  Clerk to contact Highways. 
9.5 Car in dyke on Branch Road; concerns about pollution to waterway as it has been there for some time.  Clerk to request removal.
9.6 SAM2, Marsh Road – suggested that its position on pole be raised to be sure that it registers speed before car reaches pole. 

10. Date and Time of Next Parish Council Meeting:
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday 23rd January at 7.30pm

The meeting was closed at 8.35 pm


Any persons wishing to speak at the Public Forum at the beginning of the Meeting, please contact Jessica Jennings, Parish Clerk at pcclerk.halvergate@gmail.com or on 701901






Signed: ______________________________________   Charles Reader, Chairman





Signed: _______________________________________  Jessica Jennings, Clerk




